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4 There is business, and great business ; if yon will do it,
business for you/

* Well, I am a soldier, and soldiering is my trade, and 1
do not much care what I do in that way, provided it is not
against the good cause.    But I must tell  you  at once,
friend Perroni, I am not a man who will take a leap in the
dark.    I must form my own staff, and I must have my
commissariat secure.*

' My General, you will be master of your own terms.
The standing committee of ilie Holy Alliance of Peoples
are sitting upstairs at this moment. They were unanimous
in sending for you. See them; judge for yourself; and,
rest assured, you will be satisfied.'

* I do not much like having to do with committees/ said
the General.    * However, let it be as you like: I will see
them.'

' I had better just announce your arrival/ said Perroni.
* And will you not take something, my General, after your
travel ? You must be weaiiecV

* A glass of sugar and water.   You know I am not easily
tired.    And, I agree with you, it is better to come to busi-
ness at once : so prepare them."

CHAPTER XL

THE Standing Committee of the Holy Alliance of Peoples
all ruse, although they were extreme Republicans, when the
General entered. Such is the magical influence of a man
of action over men of the pen and the tongue. Had it been,
instead of a successful military leader, an orator that had
inspired Europe, or a journalist who had established the
rights of the human race, the Standing Committee would
have only seen one of thoir own kidney, who having been